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Synopsis

The most thorough statement of one of Emerson’s recurrent themes, the need for each individual to
avoid conformity and false consistency, and follow his or her own instincts and ideas. It is the source
of one of Emerson’s most famous quotations, "A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds."
This essay is considered a watershed moment in which transcendentalism became a major cultural

movement. An American classic.
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Customer Reviews

Emerson is one of those American originals who lived life the way you imagine it should be lived
before all this modern craziness with social media and televisions and microwaves and endless
laws and nuclear weapons and the death of nature and climate change put all that on hold. Even
with our modern craziness you can get some gems of wisdom from Emerson you can try and apply
to your own crazy life to life it in a more meaningful, connected way, that maximizes your influence

and value in the world. Good stuff; quick read.

This is a very slim little book that for at least two reasons might take longer than it takes to read a
much bigger book. First, it compacts some powerful thoughts that require time to digest and
translate into action. Second, although Emerson is sometimes referred to as a great writer, those
who read both Emerson and Thoreau might find Emerson’s writing style less crystal clear than

Thoreau’s, possibly because writing styles have changed and Emerson was 17 years older than



Thoreau. Anyway, it's well worth the effort to digest this little gem.

The thoughts written in the concise language are important, for reminder from such perspective
every once in a while | think. The print of this book is also great and handy as | finally got to actually

finish reading the essay.

Must read for American high school studentsin this day and age.Timeless work of

Literature.Emerson and Thoreau our country’s Answer to Ancient Greek Philosophers.

great!

Classic Emerson essays. Thought provoking and well written.

Once you learn to read the great man’s writhing syntax, you get the thought: he invented stream of
consciousness, snatching at the idea as it flashed by, shoving it into the text of his lecture. The
point: the thought, when it sticks, is still brilliant, though Thoreau will get you there sooner, and

Whitman soonest. Read these three & you’re set for life.

Good collection of Emerson’s major works and most insightful essays.
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